
tions. He was in Spain during the last year
of Weyler's despotism. and was consistent
and courageous In opposing Weyler's mil¬
itary policy. Autonomy was beyond the
range of his convictions, but he decided to
accept the new conditions. The queen re¬
gent fitted him out with fresh dignity as a

grandee of Spain, and he came home to the
task of keeping in check the unruly con¬
servatives, the Introusigentes. At the
trainee the day after Apesteguia's Inter-
view with Captain-General Blanco, I was

told, in half confidence, that the marquess
had undertaken a wcrk of great promise to
the government. He proposed to make the
conservative party more autonomist than
the autonomists themselves. It was to
make the new regimen its own policy.
The conservatives' . primaries" were held,

extending througn a fortnight. In the va¬

rious districts the local committees met and
selected "vocales" ur deU gates to the con¬
vention. They do not know what a caucus
is in Cuba, but the managers understand
the importance of controlling the primary
trom within.
l>elegates were selected from all the dis¬

tricts in the island, which are not in the

pow. r of the insurgents. Little public agi¬
tation was felt, though the Marques of
Plnar del Rio and Senor Guzman, president
.f ihe Spanish Club of Havana, were exert¬
ing themselves against Apezteguia's plans.
In some places rivalry was shown in the
choice of delegates, but this was not often.
At the meetings of the local juntas some¬
times speeches were made full of fervor in
defense of Spanish sovereignty, yet without
definite declaiations of policy. In the United
Stnte-s thc» conservative primaries would
have b»-en railed tame, except possibly
tl'cse h»»ld in Havana, at which autonomy
was given anathema.

Pint form nf Apestegruin.
On the Sunday before the convention the

platfoim of President Apezteguia and the
junta direction, or central committee, was
published. The marques had given up the
.iea of making the union constitutional
.arty more automish than the antonomists
hems' Ives. The worst he hoped for now
wis to prevent open repudiation of the sys-
em and to secure a passive acquiescence
n experiment. The address exhorted the
.onservalives if they wtre not rt»ady to
'hare the glory of the new regimen by ac-
lve participation in it, at least not to be¬
come responsible for the shipwreck of
Spain's nationality which might come from
the failure of the policy.
Th«* delegates who began to arrive from

the country did not receive the platform
favorably. They hinted a purpose of mak¬
ing one of theit own. Apezteguin and his
lieutenants proved active wire puliers.They sought to use persuasive reasoningand quiet the opposition in advance. Their
ir.fiuejiee might be compared to that exer-.:sc«t bv a number of eminent me n who onhe eve or" a nauona. convention in Chicagoin the year Ixm; thought they were goingo persuade it not to auopt a certain course.The conservative convention met on theevening of the l!»»th. It had no contestingielegations. no occasion for "pointing wiih

r "rteiniig with regret/* and no.ominations to niaKe. So much of the un-ertaint} that gives life to similar pro-ee«iiii£s in the I nited States was lacking.Ihe purpose of this "assembly const it u-'or.al was simply 10 say whether it wouldiccept autonomy. Nobody who wanted toalk was choked off. This may be the rea-
on why the session lasted till sunrise.Discurso." speech, was called for from
ne admirers of various delegates, and metwith response. Some of them "tenia lapalabra. had the floor several times.Most ot the orators were abogados, or law¬

yers, though some were doctors and jour¬nalists. Whatever else may have beenlacking in this convention of the conserva¬tive party, no limit was put on the free¬dom of debate.
The discussion was spiced with person¬alities which were sometimes blunt, some¬times vesied in irony or sarcasm. Thespeeches ail exhalted patriotism of the

most fervent kind and breathed undyingdevotion to Spain's sovereignty. A hope-r'ul sign or the future was that most ofthe delegates who advocated moderationand acquiescence in autonomy were young.nen. But they were so few in numbers.
Apntegala Defends Himnclf.

The convention had hardly opened when
Marques de Apezteguia was asked for an
iceount of his stewardship as president of
he party. He was charged while in Spain
with »H*traying it3 principles. To some of
he .-h:«rgej»t as would be said In the states,
Ai*azt*-guia "disdaimed to reply." But his
policy of keeping the party from arraying
tself in open opposition to giving autQjiomy
a trial he defended manfully.11c was supported by some delegates who
were men ot character, but they were
dearly in the minority. Several times
Apezr^guiVs partisans proposed a vote of
thanks to him. but the "noes" came with
»u«'h force that the question was not put.In th" discussion some hard things were
said about the United States .and President
MvKlnley s statement that It hart the right
to intervene in the affairs of Cuba. The
ewtory was tierce, earnest and a great
deal of sp mtaneous eloquence was spilled.After several hours it became apparentthat Apezteguia could not commit the con¬
vention to any of the declarations acqul-escing in autonomy that had been formu-
.at ¦!.
Then he and his followers took the wise

decision to keep in the front and appear to
iead the forces that were pushing them
along. Conferences were held with Senor
. iuzman. who was against some proposi¬tions favored by the intransigents and for
others which they supported.
Ap*-ztequia made his last speech at

o'clock in the morning. The platform had
.e^n cor. trueted with little regard for his
wis* es. It consisted of resolutions ahso-
utely rejecting autonomy and committinghe party to a "retraimlento" or tempo¬
rary withdrawal from public affairs. The
latter proposition had a provision which
.eft th»- junta dir.-dura or central com-
nitt* .. to say how long it should stay drawn
within »ts shell, for ihe ecremittee was em-
powered to determine whether it should
tak- i art in the elections.
Tii*- resolutions ver-> adopted by accla¬

mation, md congratulations were cabled
In S i This action is the

be-si index of the sentiments which dom-
nat .! the majority of the delegates. Apex-
'.equla and bis a .ociates on the central
.ommittee having 1 een sufficiently dlscip-
lned and the position of the party made
known, they were unanimously re-elected.
Ap-'ztequia congratulated his friends that
narmony hed prevailed. The failure to
-omaiit 'he conservatives to autonomy may
have no immediate results, but its ultimate
nflueru-e Hill be bad. The public apparent-
y t"ok l*-ss interest In the outcome of this
political convention than in the grand
Tbristma* drawing of the lottery. But It

-3 a nUrk portent for autonomy, for Cuba
and for Spain. CHARLES M. PEPPER.

in vi\<ar cattijE fob not.

V«eiil I'irbarilA Tnkfi Froiu rWHI to
MNi a Week.

pr»UT WORTH, Tex., December 2S.-rRe-
ently Seror Manuel Plchardo came here

i'roni Cuba, f-tating that he was detailed by
he Spanish government to buy cattle for
he Spanish army in Cuba. He Is now buy-
ng or tfrfi he-ad a week. He said that
wo of the largest cattle importers of Cuba
tave agents on the way to north Texas to
»uy cattle for Cuba shipment and they will
buy :*.">» to 4**) head dally. He complains
'hat he Is hindered In his work by the
discriminations of the railways.

JU K K VIIHIT KKAHT FOB POOR.

Three Thousand Hlg llnnnle* for
Tbelr ClirUliuaa Dinners.

DKNVfcR, Col., December 2f»..Parsoib
Thomas Uzzell distributed .1.UU0 Jack rab¬
bits among poor people who applied for
them this forenoon. These rabbits were
*ho: in the annual hunt at Lamar, Col.
Arrangements are being made to feed 2.0W>
l*ople at the annual Christmas dinner at
the Uzz-11 TaJjernacle next Tuesday.

ffenantlon In Ike Dnrmnt ( «»e.
SAN FRANCISCO, Dec n>ber 25..The k>ng-
promised sensation in the Durrant case de¬
veloped when W. A. Durrant, father of the
murderer, presented an affidavit to Superior
fuOge Sewell, in which he charged Juror
Smyth with having knowingly used certain
information not presented at the trial ofPheodor Durrant in deciding the merits ofhe case in his (Smyth's) mind.

Attitude of the Administration in
Eespect to China.

AHEBICAN INTERESTS ABE INVOLVED

Assumption That the United State®
Will Be Aggressive.

SUMMARY OF SITUATION

The course of the administration with
respect to the Chinese situation is going to
be watched with much interest by Con¬
gress. The exact meaning of the decision
reached by the President and his cabinet
al the cabinet session yesterday is not un¬
derstood. The proposition to carefully
watch American Interests, but not to par¬
ticipate In any grab of Chinese territory,
may be variously interpreted. If given the
bioad interpretation that the situation
seems to require. there will be mucn in the
future to occupy the attention of the peo¬
ple of this country. If it is merely .he
u«;ual perfunctory proposition there will
piobably be something heard from in Con¬
gress on the subject, and, if it amounts to
nothing more, it will rouse a new political
issue.
This Chinese question puts a problem of

foreign relations to the United States in a
different light from that in which it has
ever been presented before. This country
is not interested in the expansion of em¬
pires. and the policy adopted by Wash¬
ington in the beginning and religiously ad¬
hered to ever since precludes this govern-
J?®nt from participating in the partition of
*. hina, if that partition is to occur. But
there is more in this question as now pre¬
sented than the acquisition of territory or
supremacy of empire.
As it appears to those best qualified to

judge, the United States has an Interest in
the fate of China anil the action of the
foreign powers not conceived of in the
policy of isolation laid down during the
youth of the republic.
It is held by some of the broadest visioned

men in Congress that the policy of indif¬
ference toward the international politics of
huropean an I Asiatic powers does not ex¬
tend to our commercial relations with those
powers nor to the action of those powers
which affee' those relations.
Such an interpretation of that policy as

would ignore an injury to our commercial
development, it is held, would place restric¬
tions upon us which would ultimately be
distinctive.

Dnty of TIiIm Government.
It is the opinion of careful students of the

situation that the duty of this government
is to participate to the extent of securing
in perpetuity such commercial rights and
privileges in the orient as will admit of the
indefinite development of our commerce on
the Pacific. It may be a matter of indif-
ference to the I nited States what terri¬
torial dominion is acquired in China by
Germany, Russia. England or Japan, pro¬
vided their extension of empire does not
carry with it the power to piace upon our
trade.or prospective trade.with the orient
such a restriction as they may see tit.
In other words, it is held to be our duty

to claim certain commercial privileges in-
deprndent of the caprice of contending na¬
tions, as our share of the general division
of Spain, and that we should not consent to
the carrying out of any policy as to China
which deprives us of that.
This view of the situation is one that

looks into the future. In the life of a na¬
tion a few generations count for little. If
this republican form of government Is to
survive, there must be no restriction upon
its development which does not rest as well
upon other forms of government. A
healthy development for a country iike
this <ioes not involve, necessarily, terri¬
torial expansion. It Is naturally confined
to internal progress and advancement In
production, in manufacturing and the arts,
and the opening up of markets to be reach¬
ed with our commerce.
The protective pjlicy of the administra¬

tion and the natural resources of this coun¬
try may be expected to lead to the highest
internal development, and the home mar¬
ket will naturally expand. A foreign mar¬
ket is necessary, however, to render avail¬
able the profits of this capacity for pro¬
duction. In Germany, Franc-i. Kngiand. and
in all countries outside the orient, our poli¬
cy of protection to American industries is
met by retaliation and competition. There
is a well defined limit to the expansion of
our trade in that direction. The orient
alone is open, or may be opened, and there
the trade is undeveloped and subject to al¬
most unlimited develjpmcnt in the future.

Future Poamilillltlen.
If dominant rival powers are to dictate

the tariff laws and sign commercial treat¬
ies for China, to grant or take away at
their will commercial privileges we may
seek or now enjoy, it is foreseen that a

great wall will gradually be constructed
around the United States, and we will sink
to a low place among nations, being the
hewers of wood and the drawers of water,
with a prospect of, in the course of time!
finding ourselves in the condition China
now is.
Those who see the situation In this light

confess that they may be looking a hun¬
dred years or more ahead, but the fruits of
a policy of government are slow of devel¬
opment, one generation planting for gen¬
erations remote.

It is not felt that this government need
assume an attitude of hostility toward any
power engaged In the scramble for China
but we should not let foreign governments
think us indifferent.
The comments or the foreign press show

that it is realized abroad that our interests
are seriously involved, and the disposition
is manirested to assume that we will follow
a more aggressive policy than is at all like¬
ly. This, it is thought, renders it easier
to make a conservative but firm policy
more effective.

It Is expected that soon after Congress
meets the administration will receive as¬
surances of being sustained in any steps
necessary to protect American interests.

STKIUGLE I\ THE EAST.

I nited Stilted Will Take Xo Part In
Scramble for Territory.

At the cabinet meeting yesterday affairs
in the orient were seriously discussed, and
it wns dtcidtd that this government will
keep "hands off" in the struggle between
the powers of Europe for territorial su-

pretnacy in China. It was deemed to be
incumbent ujon the United States to con¬
fine its operations in the celestial empire to
the protection or its commercial and other
interests in that quarter. Jealous watch
will lie kept ever our manifold interests in
China, however, and every proper effort
made for their complete protection in all
emergenclis.
Not only will the commercial interests

br- safeguarded from interference in the
past a.il prospective seizures of territory
by foreign powers, but measures will also
be taken to protect the lives and property
of Americans in China, in the not alto¬
gether Improbable event ot an uprising on
the part or the natives against rorelgners
So rar as known. Great Britain has never

made any rormal overtures with officials
of this government for a concert of action
in the case of China, and In view of the

>
cabinet at yesterday's ses¬

sion. it la not at all likely that she will
take any steps in that direction
Great Britain and the United 8tates will

stanu on the same footing in this matter

o?wVn',ed St3,es one "theother powers concerned-Germany. Russia
r France. As one or the members or the

J"" ex',re8s«1 It. the policy of thenit«*l States "is to keep a watchful eve
upon the situation as it develops. In order
to see that full protection may be given tothe interests of the United States in the
orient, as guaranteed by our treaties with

iI er countries Involved."
TO this end arrangements have been

made to strengthen our naval forces In
Chinese waters, and to distribute the ves¬
sels where they will be able to do the most
good. The cruiser Raleigh was detached
from the Mediterranean lleet for that pur¬
pose, and is now well on her way to China
The gunboat Helena recently left New
} ork. having the same destination, and the
gunboats Concord and Marietta are fitting
out at San Francisco for duty on the Chi*

¦OKA-FIDE CIRCULATION.

A reference to the statement be¬
low will show that the circulation
sworn to la a bona fide one.
It is easily possible for a news-

paper with an elastic conscience to
swell its legitimate circulation enor¬

mously, in order to deceive adver¬
tisers, by sending out thousands of
papers to newsstands, which are re¬

turnable, and which are in fact re¬

turned, but nevertheless are in¬
cluded In what purports to be an
honest statement of circulation.
Intelligent advertisers, however,

Judge by results, and bogus circula¬
tions don't give them.
The family circulation of The Star

is many thousands in excess of any
other Washington paper.

Circulation of The "Evening Star."

SATURDAY, December 18, 1897 35,441
MONDAY, December 20, 19#7 29,017
TUESDAY, December il, 189T 30,091
WEDNESDAY, December 22, twT 38,303
T1IUKSDAY, December 23, 1897 39,167
FltlDAY, Decembers!*, ISWJ 88.847

loUU 181,9S6

Dally average 30.326
I solemnly swear tbat the above statement rep¬

resents only the number of copies of THE EVEN¬
ING STAR circulate ! during the six secular days
ending Friday, December 24,1897.that Is, tbe num¬
ber of copies actually sold, delivered, famish¬
ed or mailed, for valuable consideration, to bona
Bde purchasers or subscribers, and that none of
the copies so counted are rerurnable to or remain
in the office unsold.

J. WHIT. HERRON,
Cashier Evening Star Newspaper Co.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
twenty-fifth day of December, A. D. 1897.

URENVILLE A. WUITAKEH,
Notary Public. D. c.

nese station. It is expected that they will
both be ready to sail in a few weeks
,h,1vmi710,,i0re Hewey' rccently relieved from
frsrJl. ? ? Prtsident of the naval
m'nfr, 'rd, has been placed in com-

^ naval forccs of thp United
«Cv.ln?se waters, as the relief ofAdmiral McNair, whose time is up. Coir.-

.Xdur,.D.eyy Lsalled from San Francisco
tv\° weeks ago, and if he has not

flaefromn.V°' W'" ln a few da>'s "V
naf» from the armored cruiser Olymnia
or nil. f "agshi" of th<? "eel and one

tli n
S IK>werful vessels on the sta-

QUIET AT THE WHITE HOUSE

President's Eecent Bereavement Precluded
Any Public Punction.

Similar Air of Heat I'ervuded All the

Departments . Where the

Secretaries Dined.

Christmas day at the White House was
the most quiet and peaceful that the man¬
sion has ever known since the national
capital was reared on the banks of the
I'otomac. Through the whole of the per¬
fect midwinter day the doors scarcely
swung on their hinges, save for the exit
and entrance of the President and Mrs.
McKinley, who early in the forenoon went
for a short drive about the city.
Owing to the recent bereavement of the

Presidert. all official functions were sus¬
pended, and the White House was deserted
by all, save a very few of the house offi¬
cials. The only guests were Miss Duncan
and Miss Rarber, who have been at the
executive mansion for some days, and these
shared with the President and Mrs. Mc¬
Kinley the quiet and homelike Christmas
dinner.

Policeman in Lonely Authority.
Even Secretary Porter and the clerks had

deserted the office, and the big policeman
in uniform at the door had things entirely
to himself, save for the company of half a
dozen English sparrows skirmishing in the
sunshine beneath the portio, and a couple
of "plain-clothes" policemen, who indus¬
triously held down easy chairs in the de-
?hr. h

co">dors. The official members of
fnr ^ uOIMWere not forgotten, however.
« . sl!en,. nnd Mrs- McKinley pre¬sented to each of the married men amongthern a plump Christmas turkey, while ail
!carfUn^n °f th.U f°rCe had a neat llttie

the day.
UPIeCe * Wh'L'h to rera«mber

Several Christmas tokens arrived for the
ttffrn m°st conspicuous amongthem being a big basket of pink rosesfragrant orchids and lities of the valley.

in the Departnenti,
The departments were as thoroughly de¬

serted as was the White House. Usually
even on a holiday a few of the secretaries
wih be found at their desks In the great
government buildings, for a holiday Is a

wo* BlH. tZ^t, and uninterrunted
work. Hat this Christmas found not a
t'lnglc cabinet officer at his post save At-torney General McKenna, who. after earlvchurch, walked over to the Department of
The"Vi<"? p^n.t some time at his desk.

f ,e PresiUcnt and Mrs. Hooart
erscn jJ""jtmas da* at their home In Pat-
The Secretary of State and Mrs Sher¬

man spent the day quietly at their beauti¬ful home on K street, surrounded by themembers of their househoid.
J**?"7 and Gage, Secretary andMrs. Alger and Secretary and Mrs Lon«observed the day by a reunion of the manbers of their respective families at theirresidences ln this city
Secretary Alger, who has been 111 for

ue|Vn rh day3nWlth a bad cold, was able to
Th 2 faD1"y at the Christmas dinner.

Jr., Secretary of Agriculture and MrsVVilson had the pleasure of the company
on 8 street* " ner today at u,elr bome

The Postmaster General and Mrs. Garv
rpent the day ln Baltimore and entertained
ni?rBe par,y of friends at dinner
The Attorney General and Mrs. McKenna

LJeut KVnnl Me^a"KhterS and thelr SOn.Lieut. t rank McKenna with them for theholtaays. The Attorney General spent a
part of the day at his office In the De¬
partment of Justice.
Secretary and Mrs. Bliss passed Christ¬

mas day at their home in New York andhad several friends to dinner.

BISHOP WARREN'S MISSION.
Will Take Charge of Methodist Mia-

aionury Work in Chile.
DENVER, Col., December 25..Bishop

Warren of the M E. Church, who Is to
make a missionary tour of several South
American countries, has Just received final
Instructions fiom New York city concern¬
ing the work, which he is to do. Besides
holding conferences he will take formai
possession of 1200.000 worth of property
which has Just been donated to his church'
Bishop Warren will leave Denver Janu¬

ary 14, 188K. Mrs. Warren and Miss Ileff
will accompany him. The party will *o
from Dcnve- to New York city, there will
take the steamship Advance of the Pana
ma Railroad and Steamship Company iro-
lng by it to Colon, on the Isthmus of Pan
ama. At Panama they will embark for
v alparaiso ou the steamship Imperial of
the Chile Steam Navigation Company

Meeretnrr Alarer's Cold Better.
Secretary Alger has been confined to his

home for the past week w'th a severe cold
but had recovered sufficiently today to en¬
joy Christmas festlvi.Jes with his family
He expects to resume bis official duties at
the department next Monday.

SONG m PRAYER
fr .3 *

.

The Glorioa8 Christmas Day Oele-
brated in the Churches,

THE SEpypS HELD I0DAT

Midnight Gatherings and Sunrise,
-= Peals of Bells.

WHERE THEY WERE HELD

Solemn high mass was celebrated with
the customary magnificent and appropriate
ceremonies at a number of the Catholic
churches of the city. Long before the
starlight had begun to .pale or the sign
of the morning sun had begun to appear
the church bells had begun to ring. With
but a few hi urs' sleep, and with the pros¬
pect of a glad though tiring day of excite¬
ment before them, the faithful responded.
The streets before 5 o'clock, the hour for
the beginning of the church services, were
filled with young and old. The air was
most frosty, but the churchgoers did not
hesitate to sliow by deed that they were
gltd that the Prince of Peace had bean
born this day nearly years ago. The
matter of suffering a little trifle in the way
of leaving warm beds and rising at sucn
an early hour was merely a trifle. While
the bells rang out the tidings of great joy
to all men they trooped up the steps of the
sacred edifices with reverent head and en¬
tered the houses which had been con«e-
ciated to His use and His presence. Christ¬
mas greetings were given and exchanged,
but it was aone quietly and with no show
of worldiness. Up the aisles, with bowed
head and lowly mien they walked, as be¬
fitting so solemn an occasion. In some
cases eyes were wet with the memories of
other Christmas days, some happy, perhaps,
tome troubuious. While the organ inside
softly pealed In the solemn ceiemonials the
wind outside breathed a requiem for the
ri pose of old intolerance, sin and hatred.
Together both merged into a glad anthem,
whose meaning was clear. "Unto Us a
Child is Horn, Unto Us a King Is Given."
Inside the high altars were ablaze with

lights, the censers going to and fro, in the
spate reserved for the celebrant and his
a; frlstants. Around the altars were palms
and other greens, fitly commemoruting the
day. The scenes were most Impressive
In all the churches. If for no purpose of
devotion, simply from a spectacular stand¬
point, the eaiiy morning rising world have
been well repaid by this. But It Is safe
to assert that those who gratified their
senses at the expense of their souls In th:s
manner were few and far between. The
attitudes of devotion, which appeared sinc-
ctre, were assumed by all who witnessed
the ceremonials In honor of the nativity
of the Savior.

Early Mnaapa.
Early high mass was celebrated at the

following churches: St. Patricks. St.
Jcr.eph's, St. Xfa'ry's, St. Aloyslus, St.
Peter's, St. Paul*?; St. lJomlnic's, St. Tere¬
sa's, Anacostjii, Church of the Immaculate
Conception, at. Augustine's, St. Stephen's,
Holy Trinity.:
The congregation at St. Patrick's Church,

loth aid U,,.»>tr<M»ts northwest, tilled the
cnurch to overflowing. The musical pro¬
gram was a remarkably fine one, prepared
for the occasion.;' Slgnor Mariano Mama
directed a siMecte'd orchestra of fourteen
Instruments "art the 5 o'clock mass. The sing¬
ing was suc*hf as tio hold the large audience
with the closest attention, and the orches¬
tral music was a fitting accompaniment.
Rev. Father GiOyd was celebrant of the

mass. Rev. Father Stafford was deacon and
Rev. Father Mcftee subdeacon. Over the
altar, lookinfe like a brilliant jewel Betting
for the glowing Interior of the church it¬
self, was a.', handsome five-pointed star
made of daizling' tights. Every eye was
turned to this ae-the orbB of the shepherds
were directed to the star which shone over
Bethlehem on the eventful day.

It was a cosmopolitan assemblage at St.
Patrick's, showing that His dominion ex¬
tends over the lowly as well as the ricn.
There were ladies attired In seal skins,
wearing costly Jewels. There were others
whose poverty was apparent from their ap¬
parel. They met on the sa.ne footing.In
some cases they occupied the same pews.
There was no class distinction there. In
the congregation were policemen, in uni¬
form, the gray of the letter carrier was
also evident. All occut>ations were repre¬
sented. There were whites and blacks. All
listened with the utmost attention. It was
one of the .uost devotional congregations
probably that ever gathered together. It
seemed- trained as one. When the solemn
Intonations of the celebrant would reach
the different passages In the services every
kneo would be bent, every head bowed.
Again the congregation would rise on its
feet while the organ pealed forth exult-
lngly the tidings of great Joy to all men.

The Sermon.

Father Glojd did not preach a sermon,

that task being left to Father Stafford, who
delivered an eloquent discourse, later in
the day. The rector, however, made some

remarks, breathing a e^irlstmas spirit
throughout. While the day was one of Joy
for all persons, he said, It was one es¬
pecially joyful to Catholics, for they were
specially blessed. They were better fitted
to celebrate the occasion, than those of any
other denomination, he declared.
The tidings which the angels brought to

the shepherds was the text of his dis¬
c-curse. He defined the two kinds of Joy
which characterize Christmas day. and
adjured his hearers to let the spiritual
kind overtop the worldly. It was good for
people to enjoy themselves on this oc¬
casion, he stated, by giving and receiving
piesents, and in the various other ways,
but the true reason why the time Is cele¬
brated should not be forgotten. In con¬
clusion, he asked for contributions from
everyone, as liberal as tould be spared.
The number of persons who remained at

the communion service was noticeably
large. Throughout the musical service,
the "Adeste Fldells" strain was woven,
as a thread of gold. In a pattern of silver.
When the mass was finished, the Im¬

mense congregation passed quickly out,
each to his or her home, with greetings
to friends and relatives. The east had justbegun to grow rosy, with the advent of
the Christmas day. when the worshiperspassed along the thoroughfares and dis¬
appeared In their houses.

St. Muff licir'R,
At St. Matthew's Church this morning a

large congregation participated in the im¬
pressive ceremony of rolemn high mass.
Rev. Thomas Lee was the celebrant. There
were no expensive decorations in the
church. .A few garlands of evergreens
cbuut the altar arid an expensive wreath of
holly, made .more, effective by the large
bow of red with which It was tied to the
pulpit, covered It-all. The choir was aug¬mented by a String orchestra, and renderedthe program printed yesterday In The StarThe soloists (were-Mrs. Pennybaker. Mrs'
GoJdard, Misses Carrie Cotterill, Blanche
Wood, Mamis Magee, Mrs. Hersey, Misses
Davis, Tyler-tnd Lackey; Messrs. Golden.Fiugerald, Ooodchild and Meem. SopranosMrs. Pennybaker^ Mrs. Goddard MissesCarrie Cotterill, 'Blanche Wood,' Mamie
Magee, Mrs. Hersay, Mrs. Wilmarth, Kath¬
leen Cooney, Isabel Sinclair, Margaret and
Catharine Ayimeiv Lucy Long and MrsSohon. Altos. Misses Ellse Davis. Eliza¬
beth Tyler, Katlaed^ackey, Annie Flemingand Miss AVerjr. Tenors, Messrs. J. H
Golden, Thomas Fitzgerald. Ed. Schwarxe!
Michael Peters and Frederick White. Bas¬
sos, Messrs. Charles Goodchild, W Silas
Sheets, Dr. E. J. Stltt, Arthur Giles, Paul
Cromelein, Meem And Gates. Organist.
Miss Jennie Glennan.

St. Aioyaius.
At St. Aloyslus Church the 11 o'clock

service was especially grand tn all Its ap¬
pointments. The music was magnificent,
Mrs. Kitty Thompson-Berry sustaining the
leading soprano parts with splendid cffeci.
The officers of the mass were Very Rev.
Mgr. Sbarretti, celebrant; Rev. P. J. O'Con-
nell, S. J., deacon; Mr. Wm. O. Gorman
S. J, subdeacon; Mr. James Mullen, S. J.
master of ceremopies.
The sermon was preached by Her. Father

Pardo. who chose his text from St. Luke
2d chapter: "This day is born to you In the
city of David a Savior who Is Christ, the
Lord."
Father Pardo spoke of the three mnsins

of Christmas as used by the Catholic
Church, saying the word Christmas was
really no more than Christ's mass.
The three masses stood for three truths,

the divinity of Christ, the humanity of
Christ and Christ's personal relations with
each Individual. These truths are neces¬
sary to teach the great lesson of Christmas.
The only solution of the religious question,
he,said, is to be found In a belief in the
divinity of Christ and His teachings. He
said that any solution of the social ques¬tions which are troubling the world todaywill be secured only when statesmen "go to
Bethlehem'" and learn the lesson of the
man God. the lesson of charity, erf fore-
bear&nce and even of poverty.

Other Churches.
At St. Patrick's Church, Rev. John Gloyd,

pastor, high mass was celebrated at 5 and
11 o'clock, the edifice being crowded dur¬
ing both services. "O Holy Night" was
Bvng by Mr. William D. McFarland as
soloist.
First high mass at St. Joseph Church

was sung at 5 o'clock and the second at10:30 a.m., the musical program being elab¬orate and splendidly executed.Masse* were also celebrated at St.Mary's Church on 5th street between Gand H streets. During the second solemn
high mass, celebrated at 10 o'clock, thecl ildren of the parochial school sang Ger¬
man Christmas carcls.
Masses were also celebrated at 8t. Peter'sChurch, corner 2d and C streets southeast,and St. Paul's Catholic Church, corner 15th

and V streets. At St. Paul's the celebrant
was Rev. Dt. Kerby of the Catholic Uni¬
versity, and the music was especially ar¬
tistic.

St. Dominic's Church In South Washing¬ton was crowded to overflowing at both of
the services held there today.There were also
services at St. Teresa's Church, Anacostia;
the Immaculate Conception Church, corner
8th and N streets northwest: 8t. Augustine,15th street northwest. At St. Augustine'sChurch rolemn pontifical mass was cele¬
brated by Right Rev. Bishop Curtis at 11
o'clock.
At the Church of the Holy Name of

Jesus, corner of 11th and K streets north¬
east. Rev. Thomas J. Kervick. the pastor,celebrated high mays. The music accom¬
panying the service was exceptionally fine.
The services at St. Stephen's Church and

at Holy Trinity Church, Georgetown, were
also very largely attended.

EPISCOPAL SERVICES.

llennlifal and Elaborate Exercises
Were Held Today.

The Episcopal churches of the city cele¬
brated Christmas day with beautiful and
elaborate services. In many of the church¬
es three services were held during the day,
and in all of them special attention was
paid to the musical and choral features of
the service.

St. John's Church was beautifully deco¬
rated with seasonable greens, and the altar
embellished with flowers. The church was
crowded at the 11 o'clock service, but seats
were found for all who came. An elaboratemusical program had been arranged, and
was executed by the choristers and thecrganisls. The program was as follows:Processional, hymn 40, Adeste Fidelia,Read¬ing: Venite, In G. Garrett; Gloria Patri, InD, Tours; Te Deum, in A, Westbury: Jubi¬late Deo, In B flat, C. Villiers Stansford;holy communion: introlt anthem. Behold!I Wring You Good Tidings, Cross: Kyrie,plain song, Warren; Gloria Tibi, plain song,Gounod; hymn 80. Smart: offertory an¬them, Sing, O Heavens, A. R. Goul: ascrip¬tion. Praise God From Whom; Sanctus, inA, Camidge; hymn 224; Gloria In Excelsls,In C, Atkinson: Nunc Dimittis, in A flat,Wood: recessional hymn £.%, Mendelssohn.The sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr.Miekay-Smlth, the rector. His topic wasthe Infant Savior as typical of the humble¬
ness of the Christian religion. It was won¬derful that a little bal>e, the personifica¬tion of all that was gentle and helpless,should come to dominate the world. Christ
never raised a finger to enforce His will,yet the dominant races of the world havefollowed Him. Rome, the mistress of theworld, was Anally led captive by him.Italy, the land of learning; Germany, thehome of science, followed Him. There wasnothing In His character of the flavor ofaggression, and yet the most enterprisingrace, the Anglo-Saxon race, acknowledgedHim as its Lord.
Benighted races, in selecting their re¬ligion, choose a god who is fearful, power¬ful or revengeful. They demand outwardand visible signs and make for themselvesidols of hideous detign. The intelligent racedemands to seek for the hidden and ob¬scure, and finds i.o difficulty In acceptinga little* child as the sign of God's power.Therefore it happens that if one could beIn India today he would witness two wide¬ly different sights upon the same spot. Hev onId see the H'ndoo worshiping an idolof hcrrld mien, some fearful, revengefulor evil spirit. A little distance away agroup of English officers, some of them

vice regents over 30,000,000 of people, wouldbe kneeling in adoration over the cradle of
an infant.
Dr. Mackay-Sndth said it was in theranks of the humble people that the mostloving worship of the Christ child is iouud.To these people It is Christ the consoler.Berne down by weight of trouble, povertyand woe. they cast themselves upon theSavior. He is their friend and comforterand their recourse.

AHi-eimlun t'imrcli.
The holy communion was celebrated at

7:30 o'clock this morning at the Church of
the Ascension, 12th street and Massachu¬
setts avenue. The Chapter of Praise sang
at the service, which was well attended,
despite the early hour. At the Conclusionof the service which began at 11 o'clockthere was a second celebration of the holycommunion.
Both services were conducted by Rev.John H. Elliott. At an early morning serv¬ice the assistant rector. Rev. Thomas W.Cooke, was present, but became ill and

was unable to be present at 11 o'clock. Hisplace was taken by Rev. Mr. Bourne.
The feature of the services was the mu¬sical program, rendered by the vested choirof thirty-nine men and boys. Mr. FrancisEdward Camp, the organist and choirmas¬

ter, was in charge of this feature, and the
congregation has not heard in many daysa more perfect program.
Dr. Elliott announced that the offeringwould be for the Christmas festivals of theSunday schools of the church. The con¬tributions were large.
Dr. Elliott preached from the 14th and

15th verses of the 14th chapter of Matthew.The sermon was brief, but dealt appropri¬ately with the day. He spoke of the ad¬
vent of Christ to the world and of Hisbenedictions. He then narrated the work
of Christ in Jerusalem.the healing of the
sick, blind, weary and weak; the comforts
of all kinds showered upon the afflicted.
The most glorious gift of this Christmas
day, he said, is that Christ is still the
Healer and Comforter.

Midnight Service.
A beautiful and impressive midnight serv¬

ice was held last night at St. Michael's and
All Angels' Church, Rev. William R. Tur¬
ner, rector, 22d street near F northwest.
A large congregation was present.
The church presented a handsome appear¬

ance. Above the altar, which was brilliant¬
ly illuminated with lighted gas Jets, there
were placed trailing vines, holly and flow¬
ers, while the walls were festooned with
cedar and decorated with wreaths and
crosses made of holly or cedar.
The exercises began at 11:15 o'clock, at

which time the vested choir began sing¬
ing the processional. At first the voices
seemed as though a long way off, but pres¬
ently the members of the choir, followed
by the rector, entered and Look their places
in the chancel.
Prayer was offered by Mr. Turner, and

the responses in the litany were recited iu
a beautiful manner by the choir. The con¬
gregation sang "All My Heart Tonight Re¬
joices," after which Mr. Robert Keeling
sang a baritone solo. Other hymns sung
by the congregation were "Oh. Come. All
Ye People." and "Hark, the Herald Angels
Sing."
A short but eloquent sermon was deliver¬

ed by Mr. lurner from the words of the
prophet Esaias. "For unto us a Son is
born." Mr. Turner Bpoke of how the
prophet foretold the coming of Christ 600
years before the event occurred, and In
conclusion wished all present a Joyous
Christmas.
The congregation at the morning's serv¬

ices was large. The exercises were ap¬
propriate.

Other Charchea.
Christmas services at St. Stephen's

Church, 14th street and Columbia Heights,
began at 7 a.m. with holy communion. At
the 11 o'clock service the vested choir, un¬
der the direction of Prof. Nicholls. ex¬
ecuted a musical program. A large con¬
gregation was present to listen to the ser¬
mon by the rector.
At the Chapel of St. Matthew. M and

Half streets southeast, the length of the
musical program required the services t*

begin tt 10:30 o'clock. The sermon was bv
the pastor. Rev. J. M. E. McKee. The
s'ervlce of music wu under the direction of
Mr. Henry Tavender, the precen'or, wiih
Miss Rose Kuhn, Miss Mabel Ko&well and
Miss Mar>- Birch, organists.
At Emmanuel Church. Anacostii. the

principal serv ice of the day wait held at 11
o'clock. The choristers executed a phas¬
ing program of music under the direction
of Dr. Holllngsworth and Mrs. E. G. Pyles.
organist. Rev. W. O. Davenport, the pas¬
tor, preach«d the sermor..
At Christ Church the 11 o'clock service

was marked by a notable musical program
by the members of the choir. Miss Taylor,
Miss Kahlert, Mr. James S. Smith and Mr.
R. J. Lowry, with Mr. J. F. Richards, or¬
ganist. Rev. Arthur St. Johns, the rector,
preached the sermon.
There were two services at Epiphany

Church, holy communion at 8 a.m and the
full morning service, wraon and holy com¬
munion at 11 a.m. At this service a ir.isl-
cal festival was a notable feature. The
choir, under the direction of Mr. 11. Clough-
Lelghter, was assisted by a chorus of thirty
mixed voices. The ctvrih was crowded,
ai.d the sermon wti preacaod by the rec¬
tor.
Christ Church. Georgetown, held a musi¬

cal service at 11 o'clock, whlcn was exe¬
cuted by the choristerfc, under the direction
of Mr. James Watson, choir master, snd
Miss AUeen Bell, organist, assisted by Mrs.
John H. Roche, soprano soloist, and Mrs.
Wilson Young and the Misses Gilbert, Mix,
Allen. Sa«yer and Hatcllffe.
Holy commur.lon was held at 6 o'clock

this morning at St. Luke's Church, l&th
and Madison streets northwest, and was
repeated at the 11 o'clock service, with a
choral celebration. Rev. Owen M. Waller,
the rector, preached the sermon at the 11
o'clock service.
At the Church of Our Savior, Brooklaid.

the services were well attended. The spe¬
cial program of music was appropriate and
entertaining. The services were conducted
by the rector. Rev. J. T. Crowe.
The services at the Pinckney Memorial

Church, Hyattsville. began with morning
prayer, followed by holy communion at 11
o'clock. The male vested choir, under the
directlion of Mrs. S. K. Yelghter. rendered
the prcgram published In yesterday's Star.
The singing was effective and pleasant.
Rev. J. B. Perry, rector of St. Andrew's

Churcfc, 14th and Corcoran streets, con¬
ducted services at that church at 11 o'clock.
The music was unusually well rendered.
The sermon of the rector was In keeping
with the day.
The \estcd choir of Grace Church, corner

of 9th and D streets southwest, gave ap¬
propriate selectioins under the direction of
Mr. E. H. Daniel. Rev. Thomas O. Tongie.
the rector, conducted the services.
Trinity Church, corner of 3d and C streets

northwest, was well filled when Rev. Alex¬
ander M. Rich began the services. The mu¬
sical prcgram was an exceptionally ftne
one.
At St. Mary's Chapel, 23d street between

G and H northwest, the early morning
service was held at 7:.1*! o'clock. At lo
o'clock there was a celebration of holy
communlon and an address by Rev. O. L.
Mitchel, vicar. Mr. Samuel E. Pavten was
the lay reader. The choir consisted of Miss
Cecil Frances McKee, organist; sopranos.
Charles Turner, Theodore Turher, Keitrick
Dlshman, Fred Crusoe, James Mahony, Jas.
Mack. Morla Saunders. James Chase; altos.
Edward I<orsey, Harry Saunders, James
Kldrick; tenors, William H. Goodrich, Edw.
Morton. Robert Maltingly, Samuel Mattlng-
ly. Leon Turner; lasses, James Gray, Ralph
Rilgeley. Hiram Gray. Howard Johnson.
Christmas services at 8t. James' Church.

8th street near Massachusetts avenue
northeast, began last night at 7:30 o'clock
with vesper*. This morning at 11 o'clock
the reguiar services were held and the ser¬
mon was preached by the rector.

St. John's Church. Georgetown, over
which the Rev. C. E. Buck presides as rec¬
tor. celebrated the day at the 11 o'clock ser¬
vice with music and a sermon. The choir
constated of the following: Sopranos-
Frank Smoot, Alden Smoot, R. Tucker.
Mitchell, Orton. Burrows, Robinson, Ma-

S'uder, Barbarln, Davis, Middleton, Buck,
ouser, Middleton, Powell, Garrett, Dugan,

Kldwell, Grover, Roach. Roach. Holzberg.
Altos.Miss Dodson, Miss Ross. Miss Ktar-
ney. Basses.R. L. Cox. R. Lucker, Ran¬
dall, Bell, Weaver. Tenors.W. C. Lucker,
Mlnnlck. Draper. Donohue, Cropley. Or¬
ganist, W. E. Middleton; assistant organ¬
ist. C. L. Cropley.
The Church of the Advent. Le Droit Park,

held service at 7:3t> a.m.. followed at 9:30
by a Sunday school carol service, and at
11 by full morning prayer and holy com¬
munion. The Rev. E. M. Mott preached
the sermon.

St. Paul's Church. Rock Creek parish,
provided for its congregation an extensive
musical program. At the 11 o'clock service
the Rev. David Barr, assistant minister,
preached the sermon.
There was holy communion at 7:3<> o'clock

and again at 11 o'clock at the Church of
the Incarnation. N and 12th streets north¬
west. Rev. Wm. T. Snyder, the rector,
conducted the morning prayer services and
preached an appropriate sermon. The large
and splendidly trained choir rendered a

program in keeping with the services and
the day.
The day's services at St. Thomas' Church,

corner of 18th and Madison streets, began
with the holy communion at 8 o'clock. At
11 o'clock there was morning prayer and
holy communion again, with a sermon by
the rector. Rev. John Aspinwall. The rec¬
tor and his assistants. Rev. Messrs. Falls
and Ames, conducted both services, whlcn
were attended by large congregations. The
musical program had been carefully pre¬
pared, and was, of course, of a festival na¬
ture.
The services at St. Paul's Church, i3d

street near Washington circle, were In
keeping with the day. Rev* Alfred Hard¬
ing, the rector, and Rev. Phillip M. Pres-
coit, assistant rector, conducted holy cora-
munion at 7:30 and 9 a.m. At 11 a.m. there
was morning prayer and nigh celebration,
with a sermon by the rector. The choir
was composed of thirty voices, and was ac¬
companied by organ and orchestra.
Rev. Richard Lewis Howell, rector of St.

Margaret's Church, Connecticut avenue,
conducted the morning exercises at his
church. Mrs. Margaret B. Harvey presided
at the organ and the choir was led by R. I.
Geare. The sermon told of tha day and
the duties of Christians.

LUTHERAN CHURCHES.

Service* This Morning nnd Some To¬
morrow.

The great Christian holiday was observed
today In about all of the Lutheran church¬
es, although In some of them the principal
Christmas services will be held tomorrow.
In those churches In which 11 o'clock serv¬

ices were omitted today, services were held
in most Instances a* 7 o'clock this morn¬

ing. These early morning exercises con¬

sisted for the greater part of readings from
the Scriptures and the singing of Christ¬
mas carols. Ail of the churches were taste¬

fully decorated with plants, flowers and
evergreens, and as a rule the services were
well attended. The music rendered was a

most attractive feature of the exercises.
At St. Paul's English Lutheran Church.

11th and H streets, the pastor. Rev. Dr.
Domer, preached to a large <:ongrcg:iUon.
His text was taken from Matthew 11:8,
"And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said.
"Go and search diligently for the Young
Child, and when ye have founo Him. bring
me woid again, that I may come nnd wor¬
ship Him also.' " Dr. Domer pointed out
that Christmas is a festival for the home,
and remarked that there are two great
forces at work In the world.one for tho de¬
struction and the other for the salvation of
humanity. The Child of Bethlehem, he
said, stands for the great saving force of
the world, and the Christmas idea touches,
first of all, the home, and especially the
children of the home. Dr. Domer said he
Is not one of those who would rob children
of the Idea of or belief in Santa Claus, be¬
lieving it to be unnecessary, particularly
when It is remembered that n that dearly
beloved mythical person la repn.-sen'.ed the
icc-a of giving, which In turn lepresents the
gieat gift of Christ to the world and the
benedictions of Christ to the world.
The Sunday school anniversary will be

celebrated at this church tomorrow evening
at 7:30, when exercit.es tending to give the
children an object lesson in the matter of
the Christmas festival will take place. At
today's services an excellent program of
music was rendered in fine style by an
augmented choir.
A Christmas festival service was held at

St. John's Lutheran Church, 33) 4Vfc street
southwest, at 11 o'clock this morning, when
the pastor, Rev. George Brodthage.
preached In German on "The Wise Men
Out of the East." The choir rendered an
enjoyable musical program. Tomorrow
morning at 11 the pastor will preach In
German on "The Innocent Children of Beth¬
lehem." and tomorrow evening' at 7:30 the
Sunday school will hold interesting ex¬
ercises.
Services were held at 11 this morning at

the Concordia Lutheran Church, the Rev
Paul Menxel preaching the sermon. The
services were largely atteneded, and the
music rendered was of a high character.
There will be a communion service tomor¬
row morning, and Tuesday evening at 730

the children'* Christmas festival will !*¦held.
Services were held thin morning at 7o'clock at the Luther Memorial PlaceChurch, the Rev. J. Q. Butler. pastor. read¬ing from the prophecies and ko»i»-i ofChrist. Christmas carols were also sun#;The chief Christmas services will l»- held

at 11 tomorrow morning, when l»r H.iil.rwill prtvich from Matthew. 1, '.St "The*shall i all His name lmmanuel. which Is. t>»-Ing Interpreted. God with its." I>r. Muticrwill sj>e-ak of the three Incarnations l-lrst,God Incarnate In Christ; God Incarnate Inthe heart of the believer, and, third. Go>idwelling among men In the coming king¬dom of righteousness and peace, which Isto fill the whole earth.
The music tomorrow morning w ill be of aspecial character, under the direction ofMr. John H. SeiH«rt. who has charge ofthe chorus choir, with Miss Ella Butler asorganist. In the evening, at 7 the Sun¬day school exercises will In* held, consist¬ing of the singing of carols and recitations.In charge of Miss Mary Butler of the pri¬mary class and Superintendent \V. H.Flnckel. Thursday evening there will be

a pound party for the poor, and also a dis¬tribution of gifts.
Morning sen-ices of the same character

were held at the Keller Memorial LutheranChurch today, the Christmas services tobe held at 11 o'clock tomorrow morning,when the pastor. Rev. C. H. Butler, willpreach, and a fine musical program will be
rendered. At 7 o'clock tomorrow eveningthe Sunday school exercises will be held,and Wednesday evening a Christmas cHe-
bration will take place, when tiiere will
also be a donation party for the poor.The Christmas services will l>e held at
the Lutheran Church of the Reformation,Rev. Dr. W. E. Parsons, pastor, tomorrow
morning and evening, when an unusually
attractive musical program will be ren¬
dered by an enlarged choir and overture

THKY REJOICED.

Christmas Services at Covenant and
Swrilrnkwrdaa rkarrke*.

A special Christmas service was held to¬
day at 11 o'clock at the Church of the
Covenant, and was attended by a congre¬
gation of good sise. The usual form of .ser¬
vice was carried out with perhaps a more
fexteouled musical program than usual
Mrs. Hattle Mead Smith sang the #ell-
knewr aria. Rejoice greatly from the Mes¬
siah and night of nights by Vande Water
At the offertory Mr. F. B. Reeside. the pre-
ccntor of the church, sang Gunod's Noel
The selections for the organ prelude and
few-tliide were- suggestive of tile season and
were from the Messiah. A brief sermon
was delivered by the pastor. Rev. Dr. Ham¬
lin. and the entire service was within anhour's time.
The theme of the sermon was the fullness

of the time, reference being made to the
fitness ot the time for the coming of Chrisi
as Indicated by the corruption in the mor
als and customs of the Roman people, who
were at that time the rulers of the world
The preacher also spoke of the toleration
with which the new religion was received
and that the civil authorities did not inter¬
fere with Its propagation as long as It did
not tnr.'aten the stability of the govern¬
ment. He said that the day of Christ's
birth was not specially observed in church¬
es of the denomination or order to which
the Church of the Covenant belongs, as it
»*? supposed gratitude for the gift ot
Christ was something for dally remem¬
brance. The preacher thought that If any
Inspiration came from participating in the
church observance of such a festival as
Christmas that it was proper for all Chris¬
tians to avail themselves of the opportu-
nlts*.
The offering was for the poor at Peck

Memorial Chapel, the mission connected
with the church.

Snrdrsborglan Church.
The services at 11 o'clock today at the

New Church tSwedenborglan), 16th and Cor¬
coran streets, were largely musical, the
selections rendered by the choir being ap¬
propriate to the day. The choir was un¬
der the direction of Miss Maud A. SewuU.
who 1s the organist and director. Among
the selections rendered were the chant, O
Zlon That Bringest; Moxart's Blessed Is
He, which was sung by the quartet, and
at the offertory. O Thou That Tallest Good
T.dirgs, from the "Messiah." Holy ioni-
munion was observed. The pastor of the
church. Rev. Frank Sewall, ofllo'ated.
Yesterday afternoon at r> o'clock th*

members of the Sunday school of ih-
church enjoyed a Christmas festival, old
catols were sung, and there was a fhilst-
nas story and recitations. A handsomely
decorated tree was a feature that e»i>«-
cially delighted the children.

HAS t.ONK TO SEA.

Yews Received of the Rulllng off the
Montgomery.

The Secretary of the Navy received a

telegram tills morning from the com¬

mandant of the navy yard. Pensacola, Fla..
which may or may not be significant. It
simply said that the cruiser Montgomery
had gone to sea and was perfectly silent
as to her mission or destination. Conse¬
quently It is not known whether she Is in
actual pursuit of a surpected filibustering
exj>editton or whether she is merely off on
an ordinary cruise along the coast in com¬
pliance with general instructions from the
department to assist In the enforcement if
the neutrality laws. The impres:iion pre¬
vails. however, that her movements ar»
based cn information regarding one of the
many expeditions said to be fitting out
along the Florida ccast for Immediate de¬
parture for Cuba.

Ll'ETCKRTS YEW DEFEYSE.

YYII1 Try to Shun Ills \\ iff Wandered
Away Insane.

CHICAGO, December 25..The Attorneys
for Adolph L. Luetgert have received a

report from the superintendent of the In¬
sane asylum at Pueblo, Col., on the men¬

tal condition of Herman Blckncse. the
brother of Louisa Luetgert. who disap¬
peared twenty years ago. and was recently
discovered locked no In the Colorado Stale
Insane Asylum. The defense will endeavor
to put this document In evidence, and If
the court refuses to aeimit It the superin¬
tendent of the asylum himself will be
brought here to testify.
According to the superintendent's report,

the mental abe-rration of Mrs. Luetgert's
brother was brought on by excessive drink¬
ing rather than s-s an inherited trait, al¬
though, In the opinion of the superintend¬
ent, a family tendency to Insanity might
have been aided by the liquor habit.
Bicknese disappeared from Chicago

twenty years ago after his wife had ap¬
plied for and secured a divorce on ac¬
count of his bibulous habits. It was lie-
cause of the latter, it is said, that no effort
was made to trace him by the rest of the
family. It was known he had gone west,
and nothing was hoard of him till the de¬
fense received word from the Colorado
asylum that Bicknese had been there at
different times for ten years.

SLAP AT EASTEKY COTTOY MILLS.

Denrer Factory Rrrarn Contracts In
Boston for Prodnet.

DENVER, Ool.. December 23.The Over¬
land eotton mills of this city have carried
the war "into the enemy's country" with a

vengeance by securing contracts which will
place their product In Boston, Mass. They
have also secured. In close competition with
the eastern manufacturers, the contract for
furnishing Claus Spreckles material for su¬
gar hags. This contract alone Is sufficient
to keep a large mill In almost constant op¬eration.

Made Happy.
Forty or more poor families of 'Washing¬

ton were made happy today, who other¬
wise would bav-! had but little to make
a merry Christmas over, by generous con¬
tributions from the Confederate Veterans'
Association. A large number of donations
v.-ere received for distribution by that as¬
sociation in answer to a plea for charity's
sake, and last evening over forty large
sacks, containing each a large, fat turkey,
sugar, coffee, tea. canned goods and gro¬
ceries of various kinds, amounting to sev¬
enty-five or eighty pounds, were packed
and sent out by express wagons early this
mcrnlng to needy families, many of whom
little knew when the bright morning sun
arose what was in store for them. In ad¬
dition cash subscriptions amounting to
nearly $1<*» were received, most of which
was put In fuel and a considerable lot of
good, warm clothing, which was. as tar as
possible, sent to those most needing It. By
10 o'clock there was little left, and many
poor needy ones were given a happy Christ-


